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Full report on page 15.

WEATHER.

fair tonight and tomorrow;
somewhat cooler tonight; light north-
east winds.

Temperature for twenty-four hours
ending 2 p.m.: Highest, §6, at 3:30 p.m.
yesterday; lowest, 68. at 6 a.m. toda.

¥.

X

CLOSING NEW

STOCKS FAGE 15

- @he

bening

“From Press to Home

Within the Hour”

|

B

”

Swern Net Clresiation. Meath of July.
: 191, Datly A $9.530: Sundiay, SO.5TS

- e

Nl‘i. 20.‘1!06-

WASHINGTON, D. C, THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 1916. —EIGHTEEN

PAGES.

ONE CENT.

UGE TOLL OF LIFE.
IS TAKEN BY FLOOD
INWEST VIRGINIA

More Than 100 Persons Be-
lieved Drowned, With $2,-
000,000 Property Loss.

5,000 OF THE SURVIVORS
PROBABLY ARE HOMELESS

State Militia and Relief Parties
Forcing Their Way to Stricken
Mining Camps.

ENTIRE VILLAGES WIPED OUT

Flood, Due to Cloudburst, Gave Lit-
tle Warning to Those Living in
Its Path—Railroad Commu-
nication Destroyed.

CHARLESTON, W. Va, Au-
aust 10.—Twenty-three bodies
have been recovered. from the
debris carried down by the flood
which swept the Cabin creek
valley, near here, yesterday.

Rescue parties have penetrated

yime distance above Cabin
 reek Junction, and meager re-
~orts brought back by couriers
and from the railroads indicate
‘hat the loss of life has been
heavy, although no accurate esti-
mate can be made. Belief is ex-
pressed that more than 100 are
tead. Persons driven from their
ivmes to the mountains are re-
ivrning to find whole villages of
1ining cabins swept away, while

tress and suffering is seen on

..vy hand.

Militia Sent to Rescue.

" wo companies of the 2d West Vir-

i Infantry left Camp Eanawha by
.. vlley this morning and were taken
0 Cabln Cresk Junction, with orders
to mte the valley and extend re-
il to all who needed it. They carried
Lrovisions and tents.

A special train is being made up here
£ the Chesapeake and Ohilo rafiroad
vid will go as far as the hastily re-
; ilred tracks will permit. From that

snt numbers of men provided with
+ wvisibns will seek out the spots
wlere destitution is most pronounced.
i+ iz expected that they will be able to
.3 the entire length of the valley and
+{ustrate adjoining valleys, also hard

. before tomorrow.

Heports reached here today from

sward C. Smith, United States com-

ssioner, who led a relief party for a

.#iber of mining companies last night,

a1t looting had commenced and a

.mber of arrests had beerr made and

e property recovered.

Boldiers to Preserve Order.

The commander of the military has

n ordered to detall men to guard

w operty and restore order, leaving
e greater part of the reliefl work to
-# many parties which will be in the
alley before afternoon,
Ho great has been the loss that coal
smpanies with mines in the wvalley
=timate that many thousands of dol-
lnrs will be needed to feed and clothe
the helpless miners and their families,
a3 scores of them have lost all their
poEReBERiONS.

Thé flood, due to a cloudburst, result-
ed in a property loss of at least §2.000,-
w00, Because of the topography of the
eountry ®tate authorities here express-
ed the bellef that It would be several
days before the full extent of the flood
catld be ascertained.

Villages Wiped Out.

11 least eight villages and mining
sottlements In the district were either
w inlly or partly destroyed, while many
othera felt the effects of the storm more
‘Those practically destroyed or
hadly  damaged Acme, Ronda,
Trrvy Branch. Miami. Sharon, Dawes,
Kayford and Eskdale. Between Acnfe
and Kaylord sixty persons are reported
to have been drowned.

, Local oficials of the Chesapeake and
Ohio railroad today declared that it
would be at least two weeks before
travel could be resumed in the Cabin
t'resk valley. They also sald that the
company’s yards at Kayford had been
desiroyed and will have to be rebuilt.
Heports s=tated that portions of the
track of the Virginian railroad, be-
tween Robson and Deepwater, had beern
washed out and that service on the

nr less,

were

ruod had been temporarily suspended.
Probably 5,000 Homeless,

The clopdhurst ovcurred at the h-.-s’!-!
viters of Print and Cabin creeks |
und Conl river, and the torrent which |
sirged down Coal river swept ita banks
alriost clean of villages, whila the
Kanawha river raised several feet, car-
rying on its erest houses and bulidings

of all kinds. The Cabin Creek valley
has a population of about 15,000. Advices
receiver here indicate about one-third of
this number are probably homeless,

More than thirty houses were counted
passing one point in Cabin creek. Many
ef the houses craszhed into the plers of
the Chesapeake and Ohio railroad
bridge, which earlier had been washed
out, and were demolished, A hoy was
weén on top of one of the houses. An
effort to rescue him falled, and he dis-
appened in the water. A large bridee
on fhe Mne of the Charleston Intar-
u="en Fallread Company was washed
imay near Cabin Creek junction,

fnte maticn received at the office of
the zoneral superintendent of the
o g7 jeake and Ohlo hers indicated
that cenditions on Coal river were Hitle
If wiy 1 etter than those on Cabin creek.
indliect communication from Madison

e b a2 1‘1:.“?‘5:.1:22

no loss of

train on the river division of the
and Ohlo was washed away,

i of merchan- |

three box cars

MEDIATION MAKES
LTTLE HEADWAY

Railroad Brotherhoods Insist
on Full Demands, and Con-
cede Nothing.

BOTH SIDES CONFER
WITH FEDERAL BOARD

Employes Believed to Prefer to Me-
diate Rather Than Submit to
Arbitration.

NEW YORK, August 10.—The
United States-board of mediation
and conciliation held its first
conference today with repre-
sentatives of the four railroad
brotherhoods of employes in ef-
forts to prevent, through media-
tion, a country-wide strike to en-
force the employes’ demands for
an eight-hour basic day and time

and a half for overtime.

Nothing officlally was disclosed as to
the success the medlators met. It was
learned on good authority that the broth-
erhoods had shown no disposition to mod-
ify their demands.

“The status is unchanged,” was the
only comment which A. B. Garretson,
head of the conductors’ brotherhood, was
willing to make after the conference ad-
journed.

Only a Beginning Made.
“We have only scratched the surface,”
said G. W. W. Hanger, one of the three
members of the mediation board. *“The
situation may be cleared up within twen-
ty-four hours, and then negotiations may

4 continue for a week.”

The mediators arranged for a second
conference with the railroad managers

this afternoon and to meet the brother-
hoods' representatives again tomorrow
morning. s meeting with the men
was held in a downtown assembly hall
and was attended not only by the chiefs
of the four brotherhoods—the employes’
official spokesmen—but by the 600 dele-
gates of the unions who are here. It
lasted less than an hour. Outsiders were

It was assumed that the mediators,
as was the case at their first confer-
ence, Yyesterday, with the raiflroad
managers, sought to learn from the
men how far they were willing to go
in making concessions, which would
bring both sidea to common ground as
a basis of settlement.

Brotherhood Unyielding.

The brotherhood -chiefs told ' them,
however, it was learned, that they were
still firm for their demands as originsl-
1y presented to the railroads. " While
expreasing their appreciation of the ef-
forts of the mediators, it was said they
informed them that they saw little
chance reaching a satisfactory ad-
justment.

The medigtors, however, it was said,

did not contemplate that the men would
offer concessions at today’'s meeting.
Most of the meeting wad devoted by
Mr. Garretson to a detailed explana-
tion of the brotherhood's demands,
upon which he made it clear, it was
understood that they stood firm.

The mediators held thelr first con-
ference with the national conference
committee of railway managers yester-
day. Judge Chambers said afterward
that the raliroad managers told the
medlation board how far they were pre-
pared to go Iin an attempt ta avoid a
strike, and that the managers made
their side of the argument plain. These
deliberations are secret.

i Three Possible Results.

Thera ate three possible results of the
mediation. One is that the federal
board will be able to get the managers
and workers to sign an agreement. An-
other is that the mediators will be able
to induce both parties to consent to
arbitration, if mediation faile. The third
possibility is that the federal board will
fail in both these endeavors,

It was predicted today that If 'tha
board should be unable to compose the
differences, President Wilson would
ask representatives of the contending
factions to meet him in Washington
and that he would ask them to arbj-
trate their differences. The mediators
announced that no statement would be
fortheoming from them until they ei-
ther have succeeded or failed.

1t is understood that the labor lead-
ers pin their hopes of mettling the dis-
pute upon wedintion rather than arbi-
tration, now thal the managers have
failed to agree with them. They are
opposed to arbitration.

W. 8. Carter, president of the Broth-
erhood of Rallway Enginemen and
Firemen, ‘sald:

“Arbitration is a gambling game, even
when-the dice are not loaded. Rallway
employes have lost faith in the justice
of arbitration boards. They belleve ar-
bitration is as fickle as chance.

“If there is arbitration of this elght-
hour demand and every effort is d

FALSE STANDARD
OF MEASURENENT

Used by Representative Ben
Johnson to Calculate Com-
parative Tax Burdens
of Cities.

———ee

OUR TAX BURDEN
ALREADY TOO GREAT

The Johnson Fluctuating Yardstick
Which, Measuring Falsely, In-
dicts the Washingtonian as
Only Half-Taxed.

No. L
Editorial Correspondence of The Star.

BY THEODORE W. NOYES.

What Representative Ben Johnson says
in advocacy of the repeal of the hailf-and-
half law is entitled to special considera-
tion. His words hawve the influence and

to the chairmanship of th¢ District com-
mittee. This year's repealing rider is in
essentials the Johnson amendment of last
year. Thus his proposition of last year—
then rejected—Iis now resurrected and re-
vitalized. And thus, also, Mr. Johnson's
arguments of last year—then unsuccess-
ful—are now renewed and ably condensed
in his speech (May 23, 1916) on the Dis-
trict appropriation bill

The weight which attaches to Mr. John-
son's words causes any Inaccuracies in his
basic facts and any fallacies in his rea-
soning to inflict special. injury and in-
justice upon the National Capital. What

inaccuracies of fact and flaws in reason-
ing, then, does analysis .of Mr. Johnson's
disclose? If there are any they
must, in fairness to the District, be
promptly corrected, and Mr. Johnson him-
self, if he can be convinced that he has
n misled, will undoubtedly be disposed

to make this correction.

Indictment of Undertaxation.
The first vital issme 1in

carrying power that attach in the House{™
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ington's rative tax

He says that Waghington is the light-
est taxed of American cities, and that
it bears only anbout one-half the aver-
age tax burden. We sny that Washing-
ton Is ome of the heaviest taxed in the
list of comparable American cities, and
tant lts peculiar conditions and dis-
abilities resder its tax burden k

which Representative Johnson and the| ;5005004 valuation to the true valuation | tax levy, commended as accurate by the
eapital community differ is an to Wash- | varies greatly, and what is apparently a|census authorities, and apply to the tax

high wate of taxation may be owing not
to an excessive levy, but to the low value
placed upon the property assessed, re-
quiring the rate to be correspondingly
high in order to yield the desired revenue.
It would seem, therefore, that the tax-
ntion per capitn represents more nearly
the relative hurdens imposed by the tax
levy.”

Mr. Johnson's table, using th_e tax rates
in forty cities as standards gf measur-
ing rative tax burdens, after

to bear than that of any other com-
p_.!‘-tle American eity. ?
"Both Mr. Johuson and Washiagton
wse census figures to justify their com-
‘clusions, but not the same census fig-
ures. The census authorities diserimi-
nate between the two sets of figures,
and approve those which we mse and
diseredit those used by Mi. Johnson as
umverified guesswork. '

Different standards of messurement
of comparative tax buardens are em-
ployed to reach these contrandictory com-
clusions.

We compare the totnl tax burdens In
dollars and eents anctually puld in tnxes,

the sggregate tax leviea or tax re-
ceipin, in respect to cities most clowely |
approximating W ington in popula-|
tion und environment, and we eompare
the per i cont 1. of the re-|
speciive citien to the total tax levies
nuad tax recelpts in respect to nil com-
parable ecities whether much larger or
smaller thas Washington.

Mr. Johnson takes as his standard of

t ive tmax rates,
modified by the spplication te them of
the reporied reintion of assesncd to true
valuation. Thus Washington's tax rate
is $1.50 on a reported two-thirds as-
sesament, which makes Washingon's
nominal rate on trues value $1.00. Bal-
timore’s tax rate in 1913 was 1591 and
ita reported assesnment was full vuilne,
or 100 per cent, with the result that iis
tax rate to compare with Washingtan’s
was 1.791 under this misleading stand-
nrd of measurement;: and so with the |
other cities that are compnred with |
Washingtoun.

‘I'he fnctor In this standard of meas-
uren:ent which fnlsifies it and renders
it worthleas Is In the reported relation
of namcnmed to (rue value. These re-
ports are net made by cenwns oificials
or verified by them. They are the

ork estl ten of irremy ibl
municipal officials, who do not tell the
truth about them and who do not pre-
tend to tell the truth about them.

Reported full or 100 per cent al-n?-
ment valuations are found to vary In
different cities from 25 per cent to 53
per cent of full vaiue. The standard of
mensurement applied to these cilties
which Invelvesx this fluctuating factor
varies correspondingly, and ™
abwsolutely worthless on this account to
give necenrate resnlts in comparing
citlen. It lacks the vital essentlal of
uniformity.

Mr. Johnsons' yardstick of measure-
ment contracis nnd expands while In
une. The facts and figures brought be-
fore the Joint committee nhow that this
kind of yaristick is over thirty-six
inchen In length in measuring Wash-
imgton's tax burden, is approximnately
thirty-nix inches in length im measur-
ing the tax burdens of a very few other
eities, and in the mass of American
cities varlies from twelve Inches to
thirty inches in length.

What securacy ean be expecied from
the use of a standnrd of meagpurement
_which, Instead of being uniform,
shrinks from one-half to one-quarter
of its 1 lensth In fts application

to appoint neutrals entirely free from
prejudices, it is but tossing pennies to
decide the question. Why has no one
suggested that the matter be settled
hy ‘pulling straws’ and, relieve every-
body of the bother?'

RAILWAY WORKERS
TURN TO PRESIDENT

An appeal from the 80 per cent of
raliroad employes in the United States,
as distingulshed from the other 20 per
cent united in four big brotherhoods
and numbering approximately 400,000
who have just taken a strike vote, Is
to be made tomorrow direct to Presi-
dent Wilson.

This appeal has been organized by
Hobert T. Frazier, an employe- In the
engineering department of the Nash-
ville, Chattanooga and St. Louls rali-
way, who #ald today that he Is to pre-
sent his case to President Wilson to-
morrow, when he will be introduced by
Henator Shields or Representative
Byrns, of Tennessee. ¢

These men outside of the four big
g:-un.d ml::.'hnn. vm:w:
lation that will provide that such a

calamitous thing as & monster r
terfering with'

te some citien and Is not to & certainty
of precisely the same length in any two
cltieas! The preposterous results se-
cured by the application of this stand-
ard of measurement 10 comparative
eity tax burdens are inevitable, and re-
duce to an absurdity the claimna of this

dard of m nt to any rella-

bility whatsoever.
False and True Btandards of Tax
Burden Measurement.

The tax rate, modified by application of
the census' reported relation of assessed
to true value, furnishes, according to h!{_,_
Johnson, the true standard of measuring
comparatiye tax m?tll'- A table of forty

American cities, co
selected AmeSICr?, fed, shows Wkt

i e the smallest rate of all, t.bﬂﬁt
rite

If of the fmeml a of
3?'{,,‘:;. fc:?t' cities. "And Vet,” says Mr.
Johnson, “after a showing of that kind,
which places Washingto as the least
taxed of them all, there come those
here today and defend Washington's
milllonaires from paying tax on their
wealth.,”

From the very beginning Washington
has avolded the error into which Mr.
Johnson has fallen of treating the tax
rate as g‘; accurate standard of meas-

l.:epts a8 accurate

the rates have been modified by the ap-
plication to them of the reported. rela-
tion of value, was vigor-

e,
in faver of the per capita tax'g
against the per ecapita wate, modifted
or unmodified, s the aceurate standard
‘of measuring the comparative tax bur-
dens of cities. 5

The committee used as its own stand-
ard- of measuring comparative tax bur-
dens the per capita total property taxes
in the relapective cities.

A False Standard of Measurement.

The method of measuring the com-
parative tax burdens of cities which ac-
the census-reported
relations of assessed to true value,
and on this assumption declares that
the Washingtonian’'s tax burden is
much lighter than that of the resi-
dents of the average American city, is
based on a false premise and leads to
a falee conclusion.

(1) Tt 18 discredited as unreliable by
the census authorities themselves.

It is true that some figures of this
table appear in the census bulletins
themselves under the head of ‘*aver-
age rate of general property tax for
city purposes—per $1.000 of  estimated
true valuation.” While the census
authorities print for waat they are
worth these estimates they also print
explanatory statemente which show the
unrellability of the flgures as a2 stand-
ard of measuring comparative tax bur-
dens,

In addition to the actual figures of
tax rme#uﬁeusment and tax levieg the
census of recent years has, it is ex-
plained, collected the opinions and esti-
mates of municipal officlals as to the
relation of assessed to true value. Par-
Ricular attention is called at the census
burean to the fact that these ratios of
assessed to true valuation represent noth-
ing more than the bellefs or guesses of
tocal municipal ofcials.

They are not verified by any inde-
pendent inquirles by the census agents,

hut are merely recogrded and published ;
for what they are worth, with a warn-'
ing to the reader not to place too much |

reliance upon them. They are not,
therefore, in the same category with
the statistics relating to assessments,
tax levies, receipls from the several
forms of taxation, expenditures, in-
debtedness, ete, all of which are exact
figures, obtained from municipal rec-
ords by trained census agents, who
rhake annual visits to i1l cities of over
20,000 inhabitants for the purpose :of
collecting these data. The compilatiéns
made from them are carefully checked
and verified, and are’given to the public
as trustworthy statistics, containing no
element of guesswork. The distinction
between these statiatics and the esti-
mated ratios of assessed to true valu-

ation should, therefore, be kept con-
L}

ntly in mind.
'mgl‘h‘e“r census authorities knew that
these reports of the relation of assessed
to true value were very generally in-
accurate and misleading, and that false
conciusions would often be derived
from them. And the census authorities
sald so, warning agalnst rellance upon
these res

rCensus Bulletin 126 (1913) says:

“Reported basis of assessment in
practice—For most citleg the figures
shown in the table as theé reported ba-
sis of assessment in practice are estl-
mates furnished by local officials of the
percentage which the assessed valua-
tion of property subject to the genefal
property tax in those cities forms of its
true value. For certain of the citles of
Minnesota, Wasehington and Wisconsin
the figures given were obtained from
the state tax commissions and repre-
sent approxfmately the proportion that
the assessed valuation bears to the sell-
ing value, having been determined by a
crrtlml investigation Involving a com-
parison hetween the abBsessed wvalua-
tions of property sold and the consid-
eratlons received at such sales. The
figures for both real and personal prop-
erly for most cies outside of these
thres states are far from correct, al-
though those for some cities are more
ateurate than for others, and those for
real property are more trustworth
than those for personal. .

wrax rates—The rates of levy given

e s
: .

for | of the assesstent to the true value.

| rate this confessedly grossly mislead-
| ing factor of caleulation? The result
|w!ll bhe worthless as a measure of com-
| parative tax burdens.

Confessions of Inaccuracy.

t (2) The census bulletins thus discredit
| the accuracy of the reported relations
|of assessed to true value except in
| three states. Minnesota ia one of the
states commended for comparative ac-
curacy of the statement of the relation

E;l 1912 the Mlnnegota tax commission
said: . r
“Ever since Minnesota became a state
we have had a law among our statutes
requiring that ‘all property shall be as-
gesged at its true and full value in
money." Never since the first assessor
started on his thankless task has prop-
erty of any kind in Minnesota been as-
sessed at its ‘true and full value, or,
with few exceptions, has any serious
attempt ever been made to so assess (t,
| The uniform, universal custom has been
! to assess at from 256 to 60 per cent of
| actual value; and this custom has had
! the long-econtinued approval of the peo-
| ple, the silent support of the law-mak-
ing, and, in large measure, the acqules-
cence of the law-enforcing departments
‘uf the state governments.”

¢+ As in Minnesota, so in many other
lntatea. whose tax officers are not so
Itrank. nominal 100 per cent valuation
| means only from 25 to 50 per cent, and
nominal valuations less than 100 per
cent turn out in most cases to be in
practice about one-half of the reported
valuation.

f The fact that in a Washington as-
sessment a nominal 663 per cent means
jan actual 70 per cent, while in most"
other ecities a nominal
]me‘hns an #&ectual 50 perfcent,
! nominal 60 per cent means an actual 25
: per cent, explains ghe amazing discrep-
lancies which confront us when Wash-

100 per centI
and a!

mingham, .50; Memphis, .04, and Spo-
kane, 7.

The Johnson =standard of measure-
ment thus demonstrates that Chicago
and St.. Paul, like Washington, are
only half taxed compared vith other
American cities; that certain cities,
from the Pacific coast to the gulf, are
less taxed than Washington, and that
Birmingham, for example, bears only
one-half and Atlanta three-fourths of
Washington's tax burden. b3

This freak standard of measurement
if falrly applied plays no favorites, but is
consistently fantastic and absurd in its

results.

The Mr.
Johnson's figures to be unreliable. The
tax officials in stntes and eities ecoh-
feas this unrelinbility. The practieal
results of assuming that his figures

accurate and reduces té mm

b dity this n 1 This false

standard does not unjustiy slur Wash-
ington nlone, but Chicagoe, Indianapolls
and other comparable American citien.

In caleminting the nefual tax burden
the nssessment alone is of no wvalue,
the tax rate alone is of no value, and
the application te the tax rate of the
unrelinble reported reintions of as-
sesned to true value to measure eom-
parative dax burdens gives results that
are confessedly erroncouns.

The only reliable standards of mean-
aring the tax bardens of the varions
citlen are the tax levies or tetal tax re-
ceipts, the dollars actunlly raised by
tnxation, and the per caplia tax levy
or per capiita itax receilpts which dis-
tribute the total tax burden among the
persons constituting the taxed com-
munity.

The demonsirntion of the figures in
that the reports frem the cities of
the reintion of assessed to true wvalue
are so te and taimted with er-
ror that fantantically smisl re-
sults follow any attempt to apply these
false reports to modify the actmal tax
rate an a measure of comparative tax
burdens.

The table of figurcs relled on by Mr.
Johnson in the House debate to dem-

| ington's realty assessment is compared
| with that of larger and richer cities.
| The figures of comparative tax burden

| resulting from use of this standard of |

 measurement are shown to be mislead-
. ing and worthless, not only by the cen-

on which these figuren rest and by the
admissions of tax officials In states and
citles, but by the grotesgue results
whichk follow accepinnce of the mccm-
racy of the reports of the reiation of
d d to true Ime and the attempt
to use this false reported relation as
factor im rk ive t'?
‘bardens.

Fantastic Discrepancies.

Assuming that the reported bases
asseasment are accurate, the as-
| sessor reports in the taxed fraction of

(3}
i of

imon-industrial Washington realty wval-
'ues amounting to §508,798,485. On the
jsame assumption the Cincingati as-

| geggor reports In the whole of that
[populnuﬂ. wealthy and monev-making
! .
|city realty values of $375,065,680—$133,-
!L'T)U,UUO less than in the taxed fraction
|of_Washington. The Newark assessor
| reports $207,000,000 less of realty val-
ues in that city than in Washington.
The New leans assessor reports
$285,000,000 less of realty values. 'in
that city than in Washington, ’
Of course, the reports of relation of
assessed to true value which devalop
these preposterous results are false
and worthless. Instead of Washington
rqalty being assessed at a two-thirds
|mte. as compared with a three-quar-

{"“' valuation in New Orleans and full

valuation in Cincinnati and Newark,
the true relation will place Washing-
ton at a comparative 114 per cent and
the other cities at small fractions of
full valuation.

The truth which I am urging is
taught not merely by a few selected
citles, but by the entire list.
¢« (1) Finally the census figures used
in Mr. Johnson's table are not the lat-
est ayailable and vary in their show-
ing from the most recent census bulle-
tin on the subject—No. 126 for 1913.
8ince the standard itself is thorough-
ly unreliable and misleading in both
years, this difference 18 of no conse-
quence. No more attention should be
pald to these guesswork irresponsible
figures of 1913 than to those of the

ear (whatever it was) which Mr.
;ahwn utilized.

But the most superficial examinationd|
of these 1913 figures, purporting to
show comparative tax rates based on
reported true value, -discloses that
Washington is not the only American
city to be slurred as undertaxed by the
application t:IEI t‘hi‘.‘ '::ll‘e h:::"nm' . Mr.
Johnson's & lapr.-l on ;
but if we enlarge somewhat Mr. John-

; parative 1 tax
o i therities th neral propert are thosa ‘s table of forty selected citieg and
m ,.,","':...‘," :::H ca;?u ..t,h:“ﬂz f-::- gz;.oo%a of assessed \réumon and per m *.h& ﬂgﬂm of 1918. we find that
of the per capita wate‘ms the proper|$1,000 of reported true value. * ®* * The |while Washington's tax rate on repor'g-
Sandard "of ossuremer.Cenmud o rates haod am the Jonoricd trne rabip | od reat Al re e 15 Lons ehat ot
WM{:W}M% ﬁ.-‘;:-uvm on was calied | fndianapolis is jess than that of Wash-
rates

ington—.85,

aother ci

| onstrate the comparative lighiness of
| the Washingtonian's tax burden is ren-

dered valueless by the uwe of and re-
 linnee upon thin discredited and min-

‘ leading factor In itn cnlenlations.
rius anthorities in discussing the basis '

Christy Would Oust Directorate.

CHICAGO, August 10.—H. A. Christy,
former chalrman of the board of di-
;ectorx‘ of the American Shipbuilding
Company, who resigned kst November
after a disagr t with a lates con-
cerning the management of the com-
pany, has lssued a statement asking
the stockholderp to meet in Chicago -to
organize a new directorate. The Ameri-
can Shipbuilding Company operates a
number of shipyards on the great lakes,
?nd has $30,000,000 of stock outstand-
ng.

Much Spice Goes Up in Smoke.

PHILADELFPHIA, August 10.—A spec-
tacular fire today destroyed the build-
ing of the €Clawson Company, spice Im-
porters, here and aprea.d_ to the Dr.

Jayne building adjoining. Other prop-
erties were ‘also damaged. The loss is
estimated at $200,00.

DAY IN CONGRESS.

Sennte:

Met at noon. -

Senator Stone denouncdk pub-
lication of Danish West Indies
treaty in defiance of President's
request for secrecy.

Removal from office of former

Director of Census Durand de-
bated by senators. - -

Republican conference declines
to accept democratic legislative
program with view to early ad-
jourriment.

Debate resumed on gevernment
shipping bill, N

i House:
Not in session; meets Friday.

DISTRICT IN CONGRESS.

* Senatet

e iatin, Bilt et ia Bects

ation met - n
.:muld,;'ntlon of that measure,

A ,lHUm bill was passed ex-

ng express companigs which

i g gy s :

port to commerce
i from the necessity of

Coporting ta the District public
ties : =

madé ppblic until such, time as the
governmients of the t'w‘mnuu. shall
|{agree to promulgate its terms. )

BREACH OF FAITH
ON DANISH TREATY

Senator Stone Demands In-
quiry Into Pre_mature Pub-
i lication of Text.

COPIES SENT THE SENATE
UNDER SEAL OF SECRECY

Foreign Relations Chairman Insists
Making It Public Was Dis-
honorable Act.

Investigation of the means by
which a confidential copy of the
treaty under which the United
States would acquire the Danish
West Indies for $25,000,000 be-
came public was demanded in the
Senate today by Senator Stone,
chairman of the foreign relations

committee.

An abstract of the treaty published
this merning is believed to have been
made from one of twenty-five numbered
copies sent to the Senate Tuesday by
the State Department, “with a letter
trunsmitting a request of the Danish
government that the terms of the con-
vention be withheld until the two gov-
ernments agreed to promulgate them.

The department's communication
reached the Senate, in executive ses-
sion, Tuesday, and was referred to the
forzign relations com.mittge. The treaty
probably will be considered by the
committee early next week, and the ad-
ministration is confldent that it will be

ratified before the end of this session of
Congress. ,

Holds Culprit to Scorn.

Benator Stone announced that . he.
would bring the matter officially before
the” Senate for actlon at the first ex-
ecutive sessicn, which may be held later
today.

“It Is hard for me to believe,” said
Senator Stone, “that any senator of the
United States would give this treaty to
the public under the circumstancea
Every senator has a right to a copy
and to go to the executive clerk aml
get it. If any senator did he &nows
where it has gone. But if he exposed it
to the public he did a dishonorable act
and ought to be diaciplined by the
Senate.

-"A senator who would so utterly dis-
regard the rules of the Benate defy
the request of the President of the ted

™
in the Senate press gallery not re-
methods in the dogui-

Correspondents Not Griticised.

" I have no criticlsm of the correspond-
ents,” he continued, “but when a great
newspaper comes into possession of &
confidential communication of this kind.
sent by the President of the United States
to the Senate and prints it to the detri-
ment of the public interest it is an en-
tirely different matter. Every senator
and every patriotic American can have
but one opinion of such action.”

I'né senator emphasized the impor-
tance of secrecy because of the iact
that a similar treaty with Denmark
was interfered with “"and ratification
prevented several years ago.

“We know,” he said, “that a similar
treaty was negotiated with Denmark
some years ago, and it has been cur-
rently reported as an open secret that
a forelign government used ita influ-
ence to prevent its ratification in Den-
mark. Whether that was the reason
the Presldent and the government of
Denmark asked that this treaty be
held in confidence I do nmot know, but
I do know that when two sovereignties
make a request like that the Senate
ought to adhetre strictly to the rule of
confidence.”

Committee Copies Bealed.

Explaining pnb_l_lcat!on of the treaty
in a Washington and a New York news-
paper today, Senator Stone sald that
the twenly-five printed copies of the
treaty sent to the foreign relations
committes still were sealed today and
none of them could have reached the
eyes of the newspaper correspondents.

“1 have just communicated with the
Becretary of State,” continued BSenator
sStone, “and he has informed me that
of the ten copies sent that departmen
one is held by him for his own use an
the other nine are locked in the vaults
of the department.”

The present pgase, Senator Borah of
Idaho said, illustrated the inadvisabil-
ity of consldering all treaties in se-
cret. “This dealing with treaties In
executive session is wholly fruitless”
said Senator Borah. “Exec e ses-
slons have become a relie of antiquity
and should be dispensed with. There
is scarcely any treaty that should not
be considered in the open.”

Criticising the Nicaraguan treaty,
Senator Borah said if the American
people had known all of the elrcum-
stances it would never have besn made.

“1t would have been a credit to dig-
nity, even honor, if its had
been known before it was ratified,” he
| said. .

The Danish treaty, BSenator Borah
continued, is a "“real estate deal.”

Senate Is Expected to Act
Speedily on Danish Treaty
Ceding West Indian Islands

The treaty between this country and
Denmark by which Denmark cedes the
Danish West Indies to the United
States for a consideration of $25,000,000
was sent to the Senate Tuesday and
was referred Lo ‘the foreign relations
caommittee. A prompt favorable report
{8 expected from that committes.

Phe treaty was. slgned by Becretary
Lansing of the State Department and
Constantin Brun, the Danish minister,
in New York August 4 Under the
agreement proposed with Denmark it
is understood that the United States
will have no objection to that country’s
extending its political and economic In-
tereats to the whole of Greenland.

© The Danish government has request-
&d that the text of the treaty be not

TALIANS PURSUE
ENEMY WITH VIGOR
MENACING TRIESTE

About 32,000 Prisoners Taken
in Operations of the Past
Few Days.

ROME’S FORCES GAINING
IN SAN MICHELE SECTION

Successes Registered Also Near San
Martino—Boschini Is -
Occupied. :

STORY OF GORIZIA FIGHT

Conflict Raging in Isonzo Regions
Has Been Marked by
SBanguinary Char-
acter.

LONDON, August 10.—News
from the Isonzo front indicates
that the army of the Duke of
Aosta is rapidly following up the
notable success won by the
Italians in the capture of the
Austrian stronghold of Gorizia.
It was announced the Duke of
Aosta was accompanied by King
Victor Emmanuel when he en-
tered the city.

Italian troops are reported in
force over the Isonzo, vigor-
ously pursuing the. retreating
Austrians, whose- big seaport of
Tyieste, twenty-two miles to the
southeast, is threatened.

The Italians have pierced the
strong Austrian . entrenchments
northeast of San Michele and
near the village of San Martino.
They have occupied Boschini.
The'_statemént,-lsa.yg that more
than 12,000 Austrians have been
capttred in these operations.

About 20,000 prisoners were
captured by the Italians at Go-
rizia, according to an official an-
nouncement by the war office.
The statement says an accurate
estimate is impossible at present
as numbers of prisoners are be-
ing brought in_hourly.

City Not Destroyed.

Notwithstanding the desperate fighting
around Gorizia, /the city itself was not
burned by the Austrians or destroyed by
the Italian artillery fire, nor were the in-
habitants injured, these, to the number of

city. It was the desire of Gen. Cadorna to
save Gorizla from destruction by the re-
treating Austrians, and to that end he
employed strategy. After taking the
mountain tops of San Michele and Sabo-
tino he attacked Gorizia not only from the
front acrosa the Isonzo, but also from the
sides and rear. 'When the Duke of Aosta,
commander of the third army. who was
present during the three days of fighting.
entered the city after forcing the bridge
across the river, at the head of cavalry
and cycle , Gorizia was found to be
deserted save by great numbers of wound-
ed and dying Austrians on the outskirta.
The duke was accompanied by his cousin,
the king. The only damage done by the
Austrians was that occasioned by their
attempts to destroy military buildings
filled with large quantities of supplies.

Gorizia Operations.

The operations which led up to the
capture of Gorizla by the Italians are
described in the following official nar-
rative given out in Rome:

“The attack began on August 4 In
the Monfalcone section, against hills
86 and 131, east of Rn?ea. We stormed
a very powerful enemy works there,
taking 143 prisoners, but the adver-
sary had placed in abandoned trenches
gquantities of bombs, which exploded,
giving off clouds of polsonous gases.
just as our troops entered the cap-
tured lines. Heavy maases of the en-
emy then made counter attacks and,
our troops, stupefled or asphyxiated
by the gas, were forced to fall back
to their own trenches.

“On August 5 the sounded
the enemy's whole front with the ob-
ject of distracting his attention and
fixing the ranges accurately. On the
morning of August 6 our batteries
opened fire simultancously on the
rocky barrier which from Sabotinb to
Cavario defends the Isonzo and Gorizia
to the west and &gainst Monte Ban
the northern

which -forms
il‘.’i;_!e\'ei’e{. the Gorizlan Carso. The ar-
tillery action of this day, long mand

worked out, represented &
;:::::wexumple ,of concentrated fire
against fortified lines. \

Enemy Positions Marked Off.
wrhanks to our aviators and to the

positions of the enemy had all been
marked off clearly on target maps and
ranges for the extension and lengthen-
ing of fire had been cdlculated with
the greatest nicety. Thus at the ap-
pointed time a veritable tempest 'of
shells® fell in a wholly unexpécted
manner on the positions of the enemy,
demolishing everything systematieally,
“winfantry columns then. vanced
with customary dash, well supported
by a eurtain of fire of our milﬁm
carrigd the entire formidable tino
ram the point whieh forms the
base of the Gorjzia bridgehead the
beights, which® cover the

west, they stormed the

Oslavia and of the summit HiN 208,
» command On

20,000, having previously evacuated the .

observations of battery officers, the -
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